Proposal For Westmount Park Playing Fields

From  David Parsons (Academy Rd.) and Patrick Barnard (Melville Ave.) 

Concept: A Plan For Enhanced Quality and Low-Impact Change

An Ecological and Fiscally responsible approach
1. North Field:

A. Keep the North Field Open as a Senior Field

B. Install Low Hedges along the Field’s eastern edge bordering Melville Avenue. This natural barrier will demarcate the field.

C. Maintain the rigid goalposts – in contrast to the new posts used on the southern fields.

D. Re-sod as required with the newer, hardy field grasses available on the market.

2. The Bicycle Path:

A. Do not move the bicycle path. The sinuous layout actually may serve the long-term interests of Westmount much better than any direct route through the park.

B.  Install bicycle stiles at the western and eastern edge of the bike path. These stiles compel cyclists to thread their way through the barrier. Install tight hedging right next to the stiles for about ten feet on both their northern and southern sides to discourage cyclists from simply riding around.

C. Paint bicycle logos all along the concrete paving of the path to 

indicate the primary use of the route.

D. Do not change the present landscaping, especially the very slight 

“toboggan slope” across from the school. However, install a row of fairly tight, low hedges running east-west along  the south of the path from the middle of the south fields to the western edge abutting the tennis courts.

            E. Keep the present trees.

3. The South Fields:

A. Refurbish the southern fields properly with suitable, hardy grasses and suitable drainage.

B. Remove all baseball diamonds.

C. Do not cut trees, some of which are very valuable.

D. Install low, fairly tight natural hedging along the eastern edge of the field along Melville Ave. to the bike path.

E. Remove the unsightly trailer at the western end.

F. Install new, removable goalposts on the southern fields which will permit maximum utilization of fields for junior play.

G. Install only Junior Fields on the south fields.
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